
2019 Build for Unity: 

 It was the first Coalition Event 

 Everyone really liked: 

o The Storyteller (audience engagement really good) 

o Food was good (kebabs) 

o The diversity in the types of entertainment was very good 

 Buddhist Drums well received 

 Areas to improve: 

o Entertainment 

o A/V (there were mess ups, make sure to do a run through) 

o Room overflow 

 Theme was multiculturalism 

2020 Build for Unity: 

 When? 

o Early October (making sure to avoid Jewish holidays) 

o 4-7pm ideal 

 Where? 

o Indoor, theatre style 

o Church would be the cheapest 

o Possibly Hart park outside (they have a theatre) 

 Ariel needs more help planning 

 Maybe also get a videographer + A/V specialist intern from a university? 

 Youth important 

 Theme? 

o HOPE 

 Less of a dinner event, have food and refreshments floating around 

 Have background music: 

o Quartet 

o Classical Guitar 

 Diverse entertainment: 

o Dance group 

o Drum circle 

o Bhangra (Indian Dance) 

o Liturgical Dance 

o Note: Muslim women often don’t sing in public (around strange men). Maybe liberal 

Muslim women would, but might participate in poetry reading or something else. 

 How does this tie into the Habitat mission? 

o Stan says every religion has an idea of “Love thy neighbor” 



o Piloted in 2016, Build for Unity came about when Habitat for Humanity of Greater 

Sacramento Board Member Jeff von Kaenel sought to find a way to counter a growing 

national narrative of religious intolerance and tension. As a natural convener for 

bringing people together, Jeff proposed the Build for Unity project as an opportunity to 

invite faith groups of all creeds to set aside differences and join together in supporting 

families in the Sacramento community. 

  This event isn’t a fundraiser as much as it is a way of raising awareness, advocacy, and 

encouraging volunteerism. 

o Don’t want to deal with sponsors, want it to be a free event  

o With “Pass the Basket” donations, or wheelbarrow (for HFH) 

o “Freewill offerings” 

 

 Do we have Build for Unity Ambassadors? 

o This would help with outreach, awareness, engagement + publicity 

 Is James working on Government Relations for this event? We might be able to get a 

government official or two to come to the event. 

o Sacramento’s mayor attended the Sacramento Build for Unity concert and a Laguna 

Beach councilman went to the Music in Common performance in Laguna. 

 

 Sacramento Interfaith Choir shows included performances by: 

o Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus  

o Sacramento Children’s Chorus 

o One night only interfaith collaborative choir made up of representatives and faith 

leaders from across the Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, and non-denominational 

faith community. 

o Have we considered how to include the non-denominational faith community? 

 

 Nicole mentioned interfaith youths coming together to create music and videos: 

o Jason Feddy (949) 357-7756 

o He's the Cantor at Temple Isiah in Newport Beach. He's also been on Broadway recently. 

o Hub Coordinator for Music in Common Orange County 

 Music in Common brings together people of diverse backgrounds for the 

unifying and transformation experience of songwriting, video, performance 

and recording. 

 Since 2015, Jason has been program coordinator for Orange County, based in 

Laguna Beach. 

 https://www.musicincommon.org/ 

https://www.musicincommon.org/


 To Contact Jason to discuss the work, or to ask about the  programs, 

email jason@musicincommon.org 

 Music In Common is a non-profit organization that empowers youth against 

hate through collaborative songwriting, multimedia and performance. Our 

programs bring together teens and young adults from diverse backgrounds to 

discover and celebrate their common ground. 

 Feddy spearheaded bringing the Music in Common program to Orange County 

(a two-day event which brings together high school age Jews, Christians, and 

Muslims to learn how to exchange ideas with mutual respect, collaborate, and 

work together towards a common goal through the process of writing a 

song).[60][61] In 2018 Feddy became the Southern California Regional Coordinator 

for Music in Common. 

 Feddy went in search of three musicians of different faiths who could mentor the 

students and help create a powerful and unifying song. He found Warren Seller, a 

Christian singer/songwriter; Alisa Eisenberg, a Jewish singer/songwriter; 

and Sinan Isik, a Muslim jazz musician. 

 They worked with eight students, all Christian, Jewish or Muslim. 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC58OAZMkL2FjqavJJRX5Uvg 

 https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/tn-dpt-me-1001-lb-music-in-

common-20160915-story.html 

 https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/music-in-common-oc#/ 
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